Policy Position
The Rule of Law
At a time when the European Union is confronted with breaches of the rule of law from
within, its toolbox to address such challenges is being put to the test. This policy position puts forward several proposals for a more effective framework to protect the rule
of law in EU Member States.
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Internally, the rule of law, which is embedded in the Treaties, determines the
way the EU pursues its objectives and
how the EU institutions exercise their
competences. As an objective of the
Union, respecting its values also imposes certain obligations upon EU Member States.
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1 Such as the call for a “Copenhagen Commission” by Jan-Werner Müller (2013), “Safeguarding Democracy Inside the EU”, available at: http://www.transatlanticacademy.org/
sites/default/files/publications/Muller_SafeguardingDemocracy_Feb13_web.pdf.
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2 Kim Lane Scheppele (2013), “What can the European Commission Do When Member
States Violate Basic Principles of the European Union? The Case for Systemic Infringement Actions”, available at: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/events/assises-justice-2013/
files/contributions/45.princetonuniversityscheppelesystemicinfringementactionbrusselsversion_en.pdf.
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