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The closed-door trilogue negotiations between the Parliament and Council in the form of trilogues undermine the legitimacy of decision making on the European level, as well as citizens’
trust. Either the normal legislative procedure with conciliation talks should be favoured over
trilogues, or the trilogue system should be reviewed in a way that reflects a balance between
accountability and efficiency.”
European Movement statement on 31 March 2016

To see this and other European Movement International policies, please take a look at our website:
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The European Union has to be able to react quickly to current developments and legislate
accordingly. ‘Informal trilogues’ must, however, not come at the expense of democracy, transparency and the involvement of civil society in the legislative process, which are fundamental
principles enshrined in the Treaties. First reading agreements between the legislators, the
European Parliament and the Member States represented by the Council, should be limited
to cases where time is of essence and be conducted in a transparent manner. The European
Parliament, as well as the European Commission, already make sure their position in the
negotiations is public, which is not the case for the Council. The introduction of specific criteria to determine the cases eligible for trilogues could reduce the usage of this procedure to
necessary cases.”
Jo Leinen MEP, President, European Movement International
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