European Movement Criteria for the
EU-wide Citizens’ Consultations

The European Citizens’Consultations
were launched by French President
Emmanuel Macron in April 2018.
These participatory debates and
events are taking place in 27 EU
Member States until October 2018,
following the overall goal to restore
the link between Europe’s peoples
and European integration and to
give citizens a platform to voice their
opinion towards EU policy makers,
on the European issues that matter
to them. The outcomes will be
presented when EU leaders gather
in December for European Council.
In addition, an online consultation
was set up to reach as many citizens
as possible.
The European Movement welcomes
new and innovative formats for
discussions that constructively
engage citizens in the debate around
Europe’s future. Through its national
and local branches, the European
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citizens that are not entitled to vote
in their current country of residence.
Pro-European as much as EU-critical
voices should be equally invited to
join.
A bottom-up approach is crucial for
the planning and implementation
of the consultations. The choice of
topics to be addressed during the
discussions must be developed in
coordination with organisations
that are close to citizens, like
municipalities and regions, trade

The consultations must focus on EU-wide issues, so they
don’t turn into debates about national or regional questions.
unions,
youth
organisations,
universities, environmental NGOs.
The consultations should not be held
just in the capital of each member
state but also in smaller towns and
rural areas.

questions. They should discuss
issues that concern Europeans
across the continent, where national
remedies alone cannot provide the
answers to the challenges facing
citizens today.

The
consultations
must
be
carried out by not-for-profit
and
politically
independent
organisations, experienced in
dealing with participatory and
democratic processes not only on
a transnational level and whose
own organisational structures are
of diverse and democratic nature.
Additional analysts and experts
can be consulted to receive further
input.

The consultations should involve
not only individual citizens, but
also organised civil society,
political parties, trade unions,
entrepreneurs, local governments
and further stakeholders concerned
by the debate around the future of
Europe.

The debates should be inclusive,
giving all participants the chance and
time to freely express their views
and opinions. Ideally, the events
should contain as few speeches
and panel discussions as possible,
leaving more time for interventions
from participants. The moderator
should be neutral and facilitate the
discussion in the most inclusive
manner possible.
The consultations must focus on EUwide issues, so they don’t turn into
debates about national or regional

The implementation and follow-up
of the consultations need to be
transparent, in order to increase
the trust of citizens. Participants
need to be informed about the
various steps of the consultation
process and must be able to find
out how their remarks fed into the
discussions among political leaders.
To
connect
the
different
consultations taking place across
Europe, the discussions must have
a clear objective and share a red
line and a target audience set out
in advance. Aside from ensuring
a follow-up and publicising the
results, EU leaders must commit
to a follow-up of the outcome of

the consultations, laying out which
remarks of citizens were taken into
account for which reasons.
National
governments
should
ensure that the consultations are
advertised widely, including national
as well as European media and
striving for media coverage that is
of transnational nature, so citizens
in one country are aware of the
debates in another.
It would be preferable to assign
the planning of citizen dialogues to
organisations which can themselves
demonstrate
democratic
structures and who encompass
organisations that represent the
whole spectrum of society.

To see this and other European Movement International policies, please take a look at our website:

www.europeanmovement.eu/policies

The European Movement

seeks to provide a platform to encourage and facilitate the active participation of citizens and stakeholders in the development of European solutions to our common challenges. We offer thought leadership on the issues that affect Europe
and we give the opportunity to representatives from European associations, political parties, enterprises, trade unions,
NGOs and other stakeholders, through our 39 National Councils and 34 International Associations, to work together, towards improving the way that Europe works.
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