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Olga  Mol ina  Tomey i s  a  Spanish  advocate  fo r  gender  equal i ty  and inc lus ive
leadersh ip ,  cur rent ly  serv ing  as  the  Di rector  o f  the  Brusse l s  Of f ice  o f  the
Confederat ion  o f  European Managers  (CEC) .  Her  work  focuses  on  empower ing
women and promot ing  inc lus iv i ty  a t  the  h ighest  leve l s  o f  European leadersh ip .  As
par t  o f  her  ro le ,  O lga  represents  CEC on the  European Commiss ion ' s  Adv i sory
Committee  on  Equal i ty  between Men and Women,  and she  has  been inst rumenta l  in
establ i sh ing  CEC 's  Work ing  Group on Gender  Equal i ty  and Inc lus ive  Leadersh ip .  

O lga ’ s  key  ach ievement  i s  lead ing  the  Beyond Unconsc ious  B ias  (BEYUNBI )  pro ject ,
an  EU- funded in i t ia t i ve  a imed at  overcoming unconsc ious  b ias  in  leadersh ip
pos i t ions .  She  has  deve loped and p i loted t ra in ing  programs across  Europe ,
educat ing  over  60  managers  in  c i t ies  l ike  Par i s ,  Rome,  and Copenhagen .  These
ef for t s  have  contr ibuted to  c reat ing  more  inc lus ive  work  env i ronments  and
promot ing  gender  equal i ty  in  leadersh ip  ro les .  Wi th  a  background in  po l icy  ana lys i s
and s t rateg ic  communicat ion ,  O lga  cont inues  to  shape key  d i scuss ions  on  soc ia l
a f fa i r s  and inc lus ion  at  European leve l .  

H IGHLIGHTS :  INCLUSIVE LEADERSHIP ,  GENDER EQUALITY ,  WOMEN’S  EMPOWERMENT 

FOR YOUNG WOMEN (AGE 15 TO 30)
ACTIVELY STRENGTHENING THE VOICE
OF YOUNG WOMEN IN EUROPE

OLGA MOLINA TOMEY
NOMINEE 1

DIRECTOR OF CEC BRUSSELS,  ADVOCATE FOR GENDER EQUALITY AND INCLUSIVE
LEADERSHIP 

YOUNG WOMAN OF
EUROPE AWARD
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Cami l le  Et ienne i s  a  prominent  F rench env i ronmenta l  act i v i s t  known for  her  t i re less
e f for t s  to  address  the  press ing  env i ronmenta l  and publ ic  hea l th  i s sue  o f  PFAS ,  a l so
known as  " fo rever  chemica ls . "  Her  s t rateg ic  approach ,  which  combines  grass roots
mobi l i sat ion ,  advocacy ,  and a  s t rong media  presence ,  has  p layed a  c ruc ia l  ro le  in
ra i s ing  publ ic  awareness  about  the  harmful  e f fects  o f  PFAS .  Through her
campaigning ,  she  has  success fu l l y  t rans formed th i s  i s sue  into  a  nat iona l  publ ic
hea l th  concern  in  F rance ,  engaging  s takeholders  f rom t rade  un ions  to  po l icymakers .
 
Cami l le  i s  a l so  the  founder  o f  Avant  L ’Orage ,  a  co l lect i ve  that  merges  a r t  and
ecology  to  insp i re  youth  act ion  on  env i ronmenta l  c r i ses .  Her  documentary  "Tox ic
Bodies " ,  which  premiered at  the  Cannes  F i lm Fest i va l  dur ing  Green Week ,  h igh l ights
the  dangers  o f  PFAS and fo l lows  the  journey  o f  c i t i zens ,  sc ient i s t s ,  and invest igat i ve
journa l i s t s  f ight ing  for  a  sa fer  env i ronment .  Her  act i v i sm cu lminated in  the
unanimous  adopt ion  o f  a  PFAS ban by  the  F rench Par l iament ,  mark ing  a  major
v ic tory  fo r  env i ronmenta l  protect ion  and publ ic  hea l th .  Cami l le  i s  cur rent ly  spending
a  year  in  the  UK ,  co l laborat ing  wi th  researchers  and act i v i s t s  to  e levate  th i s  i s sue  to
the  European leve l .  

CAMILLE ETIENNE
NOMINEE 3

FRENCH ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST AND ADVOCATE FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND ECOLOGY

HIGHLIGHTS :  CL IMATE ACTION,  YOUTH ENGAGEMENT 

ROMINA POURMOKHTARI 
NOMINEE 2

SWEDEN’S MINISTER FOR CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT,  ADVOCATE FOR YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT AND CLIMATE ACTION 

Romina Pourmokhtar i  i s  a  Swedish  po l i t ic ian  and env i ronmenta l  advocate  who made
his tory  as  the  youngest  person to  serve  as  Sweden ' s  Min i s ter  fo r  C l imate  and
Env i ronment  at  jus t  26  years  o ld .  Her  swi f t  r i se  to  th i s  pos i t ion  i s  a  tes tament  to  her
dedicat ion  to  address ing  c l imate  change and advanc ing  susta inable  deve lopment .
Romina  has  been a  voca l  proponent  o f  s t ronger  c l imate  po l ic ies ,  push ing  for  a
t rans i t ion  to  renewable  energy  and a  reduct ion  in  carbon emiss ions ,  p lac ing  Sweden
at  the  fo re f ront  o f  g loba l  c l imate  e f fo r t s .  

Before  her  min is ter ia l  ro le ,  Romina  served as  cha i r  o f  the  L ibera l  Youth  o f  Sweden ,
where  she  championed youth  par t ic ipat ion  in  po l i t ics  and encouraged young people
to  take  an  act i ve  ro le  in  shaping  po l icy .  Her  work  br idges  the  gap between c l imate
act ion ,  youth  invo lvement ,  and gender  equal i ty ,  insp i r ing  young women across
Europe to  pursue  leadersh ip  ro les  in  publ ic  serv ice  and env i ronmenta l  advocacy .
Romina ’ s  leadersh ip  and her  advocacy  fo r  inc lus ive  po l icymaking re f lect  the  va lues
of  progress  and susta inabi l i t y ,  mak ing  her  an  in f luent ia l  f igure  on  both  nat iona l  and
European s tages .  

H IGHLIGHTS :  GRASSROOTS ACTIV ISM,  ADVOCACY ,  CL IMATE ACTION,
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
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Dr .  Abeba B i rhane i s  a  cogni t i ve  sc ient i s t  and a  lead ing  advocate  fo r  e th ica l
pract ices  in  a r t i f i c ia l  in te l l igence  (A I ) .  As  a  Sen ior  Adv i sor  in  A I  Accountabi l i t y  a t
Moz i l la  Foundat ion  and an  Adjunct  Ass i s tant  Pro fessor  a t  T r in i ty  Co l lege  Dubl in ,  she
has  made s ign i f icant  contr ibut ions  to  h ighl ight ing  the  b iases  and eth ica l  concerns
with in  data-scrap ing  and AI  a lgor i thms .  Her  work  pushes  fo r  inc lus ive  technolog ica l
so lut ions  that  address  the  needs  o f  marg ina l i sed  communit ies ,  a l ign ing  wi th  the
EU’s  commitment  to  fa i rness  and equi ty  in  d ig i ta l  innovat ion .  

Dr .  B i rhane ’ s  research  has  ra i sed  awareness  about  the  soc ieta l  r i sks  posed by  A I
sys tems ,  par t icu lar l y  in  re lat ion  to  b ias ,  d i sc r iminat ion ,  and the  misuse  o f  fac ia l
recogni t ion  technology .  Her  2020 s tudy  led  to  the  Massachusetts  Ins t i tute  o f
Technology  (MIT )  de let ing  a  wide ly  used image database  that  had been found to
conta in  rac i s t  and misogynis t ic  labe ls .  Named one o f  T IME Magaz ine ' s  100 most
in f luent ia l  people  in  A I  in  2023 ,  Dr .  B i rhane cont inues  to  advocate  fo r  respons ib le  A I
deve lopment  that  pr io r i t i ses  eth ica l  overs ight  and inc lus iv i ty .  

ABEBA BIRHANE
NOMINEE 5

COGNITIVE SCIENTIST,  ADVOCATE FOR ETHICAL AI ,  AND SENIOR ADVISOR AT MOZILLA
FOUNDATION 

HIGHLIGHTS :  CL IMATE ACTION,  YOUTH ENGAGEMENT ,  INCLUSIV ITY ,  COMBATING
AUTHORITARIANISM 

ANJA PRESNUKHINA
NOMINEE 4

CHAIR OF THE EUROPEAN GREEN YOUTH,  ADVOCATE FOR INCLUSIVITY AND POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT 

Anja  Presnukhina ,  a  F inn ish-Russ ian  po l i t ica l  leader ,  se rves  as  the  Cha i r  o f  the
European Green Youth ,  where  she  advocates  fo r  inc lus iv i ty  and act i ve  po l i t ica l
engagement  across  Europe .  Her  e lect ion  to  th i s  in f luent ia l  pos i t ion  marks  a
s ign i f icant  ach ievement ,  as  she  a ims  to  demonst rate  that  a  person ' s  background
should  not  be  a  bar r ie r  to  par t ic ipat ion  in  soc ia l  and pol i t ica l  d i scourse .  Through her
leadersh ip ,  An ja  insp i res  young people  f rom diverse  backgrounds  to  engage in
pol i t ica l  processes  and champion progress ive  va lues .  

An ja  has  been outspoken in  her  condemnat ion  o f  author i ta r ian  reg imes ,  par t icu lar l y
d i s tanc ing  herse l f  f rom the  oppress ive  po l ic ies  o f  V lad imir  Put in .  She  cont inues  to
use  her  p lat form to  push  for  more  inc lus ive  and open d ia logues ,  emphas i s ing  that
persona l  her i tage  should  not  def ine  one ’ s  op in ions  or  invo lvement  in  soc iety .  An ja ’ s
commitment  to  fos ter ing  an  inc lus ive  po l i t ica l  env i ronment  makes  her  a  power fu l
vo ice  fo r  youth  engagement  in  Europe .  

H IGHLIGHTS :  A I  ETHICS &  ACCOUNTABIL ITY ,  INCLUSIVE TECHNOLOGIES 



Y O U N G  W O M A N  O F  E U R O P E  2 0 2 4

W O M E N  O F  E U R O P E  A W A R D S  2 0 2 4
N O M I N E E S

Hanna Ve i le r  i s  a  dedicated advocate  fo r  women 's  empowerment  and Jewish
ident i ty ,  cur rent ly  serv ing  as  the  vo lunteer  pres ident  o f  the  Jewish  Student  Union o f
Germany  ( JSUD) .  Born  in  1998  in  V i tebsk ,  Be larus ,  and ra i sed  in  a  post -Sov iet
context ,  Hanna ’ s  migrat ion  to  Germany  as  par t  o f  a  Jewish  quota  re fugee  fami ly  has
profoundly  in f luenced her  commitment  to  democracy  and se l f -determinat ion .  As  the
f i r s t  in  her  fami ly  to  openly  pract ice  Juda ism and par t ic ipate  in  f ree  e lect ions ,  she
st r i ves  to  promote  inc lus iv i ty  and representat ion  wi th in  the  Jewish  community .  

Hanna i s  act i ve ly  invo lved in  organis ing  s ign i f icant  events  such as  the  Jewish
Women Empowerment  Summit * ,  which  h ighl ights  the  importance  o f  women 's
perspect ives  in  Jewish  l i fe .  As  v ice  pres ident  o f  the  European Union o f  Jewish
Students  (EUJS) ,  she  works  to  s t rengthen Jewish  se l f -o rganisat ion  and democrat ic
s t ructures  across  Europe ,  wi th  a  focus  on  Eastern  Europe .  A  sought-a f ter  expert  on
ant i semit i sm and remembrance  cu l ture ,  Hanna uses  her  soc ia l  media  p lat forms and
col laborat ions  wi th  media  out lets  to  ra i se  awareness  about  the  concerns  o f  young
Jewish  people .  Her  commitment  to  human r ights  i s  a l so  ev ident  in  her  support  fo r
v ic t ims  o f  sexua l  v io lence  and her  advocacy  fo r  Ukra in ian  re fugees .  

HANNA VEILER 
NOMINEE 7

PRESIDENT OF THE JEWISH STUDENT UNION OF GERMANY,  ADVOCATE FOR WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT AND JEWISH IDENTITY 

HIGHLIGHTS :  D IVERSITY ,  INCLUSION,  YOUTH ENGAGEMENT 

AÏSSATOU CISSÉ
NOMINEE 6

DISTRICT ALDERMAN,  ADVOCATE FOR DIVERSITY AND YOUTH REPRESENTATION IN POLITICS 

Aïssatou  C issé  i s  a  t ra i lb laz ing  po l i t ic ian  and act i v i s t ,  recognised as  the  f i r s t  B lack
and youngest  d i s t r ic t  a lderwoman in  F landers ,  Be lg ium.  Represent ing  the  d i s t r ic t  o f
Borgerhout ,  A ï ssatou  has  used her  p lat form to  address  i s sues  o f  inequal i ty  and
discr iminat ion ,  promot ing  d ivers i ty  and inc lus iv i ty  a t  both  the  loca l  and European
leve l s .  Her  work  ampl i f ies  the  vo ices  o f  young people  and Af ro-Be lg ians ,  advocat ing
for  soc ia l  jus t ice  and tack l ing  sys temic  cha l lenges  in  post -co lon ia l  European
soc iet ies .  

S tar t ing  her  po l i t ica l  journey  at  the  age  o f  16 ,  A ï ssatou  jo ined the  Be lg ian  Soc ia l i s t
Par ty  wi th  a  s t rong commitment  to  soc ia l  jus t ice .  By  19 ,  she  was  e lected as  a  counc i l
member  in  Borgerhout ,  and at  2 1 ,  she  became d is t r ic t  a lderwoman,  represent ing
47 ,000 res idents .  In  addi t ion  to  her  po l i t ica l  ro le ,  A ï ssatou  i s  an  ambassador  fo r
DiasporaVote ,  a  European c iv i l  soc iety  organisat ion  that  promotes  the  par t ic ipat ion
of  d iaspora  youth  in  po l i t ica l  processes .  She  i s  cur rent ly  s tanding for  e lect ion  in  the
Belg ian  loca l  e lect ions  in  October  2024 .  

H IGHLIGHTS :  WOMEN’S  EMPOWERMENT ,  JEWISH IDENTITY ,  COMBATING
ANTISEMIT ISM 
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Maja  Kr i š ta for  i s  a  Croat ian  act i v i s t  and ent repreneur ,  recognised as  the  founder  o f
Ink luz iv  Co l lect i ve ,  Croat ia ’ s  f i r s t  DEI  consu l tancy .  Her  work  focuses  on  combatt ing
sex i sm and promot ing  gender  equal i ty  across  var ious  p lat forms .  Maja  i s  act i ve ly
invo lved in  two organisat ions  dedicated to  address ing  on l ine  harassment  and
foster ing  a  sa fer  d ig i ta l  env i ronment  fo r  women.  

A  notable  ach ievement  in  Maja ’ s  advocacy  i s  her  leadersh ip  in  the  campaign to
cr imina l i se  the  non-consensua l  d i sseminat ion  o f  sexua l  images ,  commonly  re fer red
to  as  revenge porn ,  in  Croat ia .  Th i s  campaign has  ra i sed  awareness  about  the
importance  o f  consent  and the  need for  lega l  protect ions  aga inst  such v io lat ions .
Addi t iona l l y ,  she  p ioneered a  pro ject  that  success fu l l y  secured 20 ,000 f ree
menst rua l  products  fo r  un ivers i ty  s tudents  in  Zagreb ,  address ing  per iod  pover ty  and
promot ing  menst rua l  equi ty .  

MAJA KRIŠTAFOR
NOMINEE 9

FOUNDER OF INKLUZIV COLLECTIVE,  CROATIA’S FIRST DEI  CONSULTANCY,  ADVOCATE FOR
GENDER EQUALITY AND ONLINE SAFETY

HIGHLIGHTS :  STEM,  GENDER EQUALITY   

TEODORA RISTESKA DASKALOVSKI
NOMINEE 8

ADVOCATE FOR STEM EDUCATION AND GENDER EQUALITY,  MEMBER OF THE GLOBAL FUND
FOR WOMEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Teodora  R is teska  Daska lovsk i  i s  a  pass ionate  advocate  fo r  women’s  r ights  and
educat ion  in  North  Macedonia .  As  a  member  o f  the  Adv i sory  Counc i l  o f  the  G loba l
Fund for  Women,  she  works  to  promote  gender  equal i ty  and empower  women.
Teodora  i s  a l so  the  lead coord inator  o f  the  Robot ics  Educat iona l  Outreach Program
(REOP) ,  an  in i t ia t i ve  dedicated to  prov id ing  f ree  STEM and robot ics  educat ion  to
publ ic  school  s tudents  in  North  Macedonia .  

Through REOP,  Teodora  a ims  to  insp i re  the  next  generat ion  o f  innovators  and
engineers ,  par t icu lar l y  encourag ing  young g i r l s  to  pursue  careers  in  sc ience ,
technology ,  eng ineer ing ,  and mathemat ics .  Her  commitment  to  enhanc ing
educat iona l  opportuni t ies  re f lects  her  be l ie f  in  the  importance  o f  inc lus ive  and
equi tab le  access  to  STEM f ie lds ,  which  i s  c ruc ia l  fo r  fos ter ing  d ivers i ty  in  these
indust r ies .  

H IGHLIGHTS :  DEI ,  GENDER EQUALITY ,  ONLINE SAFETY 
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HIGHLIGHTS :  IMMIGRANT RIGHTS ,  WOMEN’S  R IGHTS ,  GENDER EQUALITY  

HUSNA JALAL
NOMINEE 10

AFGHAN WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND DIRECTOR OF WOMEN FOR CHANGE
INTERNATIONAL

Husna Ja la l  i s  a  dedicated Afghan women’s  r ights  act i v i s t  and researcher  based in
the  Nether lands ,  committed to  advanc ing  the  c iv i l  and pol i t ica l  r ights  o f  A fghan
women.  As  the  d i rector  o f  Women for  Change Internat iona l ,  Husna  has  p layed a  v i ta l
ro le  in  ampl i f y ing  the  vo ices  o f  A fghan women,  both  in  Afghanis tan  and the
diaspora .  Her  work  focuses  on  advocat ing  for  gender  equal i ty  and empower ing
women to  take  act i ve  ro les  in  soc iety .  

In  addi t ion  to  her  leadersh ip  at  Women for  Change Internat iona l ,  Husna  i s  a  co-
founder  o f  the  F reedom Message  Newspaper  in  Afghanis tan ,  where  she  has  been
inst rumenta l  in  prov id ing  a  p lat form for  women 's  vo ices  and i s sues .  Through her
act i v i sm and research ,  she  h ighl ights  the  cha l lenges  faced by  Afghan women,
advocat ing  for  the i r  r ights  and push ing  for  meaningfu l  change .  Husna ’ s  unwaver ing
dedicat ion  to  improv ing  the  l i ves  o f  women in  Afghanis tan  makes  her  a  s ign i f icant
f igure  in  the  g loba l  movement  fo r  gender  equal i ty .  


